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From the Alamut Period to the Present Time
Notions of Knowledge and Authority in the Ismaili Context.

This lecture explores various historical and doctrinal aspects of
the Ismaili tradition. It focuses on the notions of knowledge and
authority from the Alamat period (1090-1256) to the present
time, including the transition to modernity and the move of the
seat of the Ismaili Imamate to the Western world. The lecture
examines some key points related to the transformation of
Ismaili discourse during these periods, such as its openness, its
spiritual emphasis on understanding the ritual law (sharia), its
metaphysics based on comprehensive and complex cosmological
dimensions, and the esoteric (batini) symbolic approach to both
world and faith. The speaker addresses these points in the wider
context of the Ismaili dawa and the Ismailis’ interaction with
other Muslim communities and fields of thought, including
Sufism and philosophy. This discussion provides a fresh
perspective on the history, cultures, and beliefs of the Ismailis,
and addresses some of the recent misconceptions surrounding
this Shi'i Muslim community in recent scholarship and media
platforms.

Dr Saeed Ali Najdi is a Lebanon-based write and scholar.
He obtained his doctorate in sociology from the Lebanese
University in 2020, where he had previously gained a
master's degree in anthropology. He is a member of the
Arab Council for Social Sciences. His research focuses on
social issues related to authoritarianism, sectarianism,
gender discrimination, social inequality, and participation
in and strengthening of civil society. His recent book,
Knowledge and Authority in the Islamic Heritage (Beirut: —
Arab Centre for Research and Policy Studies, 2023),
explores the notions of knowledge and authority in the
Ismaili tradition. He has presented at various conferences
and workshops also has published many articles in
different academic journals and websites.
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Please note: this lecture will be delivered in Arabic

15 May at 15.00 BST

Register below:
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